Smart Growth News

Lafayette City-Parish Council Endorses 11 Developer Applications for Affordable Housing Funds

Although some northern Lafayette residents feared the impact on schools and roads, and even a possible ghettoization of their neighborhoods, the Lafayette City-Parish Council endorsed a total of 11 developer applications for affordable housing funds under the post-hurricane federal Gulf Opportunity Zone Act this month, with Louisiana Housing Finance Agency Greg Gachassin confident the developers won't let the complexes deteriorate, because they would lose tax credits and could face $10 million in penalties during the first 10 years. 

Before the latest council meeting, which endorsed nine of these lower-income home and apartment projects, including six in the city's north, reports Lafayette Daily Advertiser writer Claire Taylor, north side business owner Karl Breaux questioned their compatibility with the city's incipient smart growth planning, complained that developers are eager for federal money but unwilling to build the necessary roads for new apartments, and promised to fight this ''carpetbagging.'' 

But Councilman Chris Williams pointed out that Lafayette has little housing for under $100,000 and needs affordable units for its lower-income workers. 

''A lot of our people live in deplorable conditions,'' he stressed. ''There are over 800 people on the waiting list for Section 8 (government assisted) housing.'' 

Still, the writer notes, both Planning Commissioner Fred Prejean and Lafayette Consolidated Government planning manager Mike Hollier promised to look into the issues of traffic and development 'overconcentration.'' The manager thought some questions could be resolved by September, before a new wave of development applications. -- Daily Advertiser  4/19/2006

